
Dear Club Members, 


In 1525, de' Rossi was one of several artists brought in to work for the Cathedral of San Petronio in 
Bologna on a set of reliefs with scenes from the book of Genesis. A perfectly normal sounding 
sentence, a sculptor being commissioned by a religious body to create some art work. 

But if we add the sculptors full name we discover a little more. Properizia de’Rossi was a woman, 
she lived and worked in Bologna in the early 16th century. The city was home to a number of 
female artists and intellectuals, but female sculptors were practically unheard of. 

Unlike many of her contemporaries de’Rossi wasn’t born in to an artistic family. She studied painting, 
music, dance, poetry, and classical literature at the University of Bologna. She became known as a 
sculptor for carving fruit stones such as apricot, peach, and cherry.  The subject of these small 
"friezes" was often religious, with one of the most famous being a Passion of Christ with Apostles 
and Crucifixion in a peach stone. This carving is a component of a necklace now in the Palazzo 
Bonamini-Pepoli, Pesaro. Other surviving works include a carved cherry stone, located in the Uffizi, 
and a set of eleven carved peach stones inset in silver filigree, located in the Archaeological 
Museum at Bologna.


De ’Rossi is the only woman to be included in The Lives of the Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors, 
and Architects (Italian: Le vite de' più eccellenti pittori, scultori, e architettori). This  series of artist 
biographies written by 16th-century Italian painter and architect Giorgio Vasari, is considered to 
be the first important book on art history. A who’s-who of Renaissance artists. 


Following on from the Cathedral of San Petronio de’ Rossi received further commissions, but her 
personal life matched all the stereotypes of artistic brilliance despite being a woman. In 1520, she 
was accused of vandalising a private garden belonging to her neighbour, Francesco da Milano, 
a velvet merchant, along with Anton Galeazzo Malvasia, with whom she was noted as his 
"concubine". She was charged in 1525 of defacing the face of artist Vincenzo Miola together 
with painter Domenico Francia, by throwing paint in his face and scratching his eyes;. In 1529 she 
is documented as an indigent in the Hospital di San Giobbe where she was recovering from 
syphilis. she died one year later in 1530, aged just 40. Records show the Pope traveled to 
Bologna and asked to meet her, she dies just days before his arrival. 


Your fibre is an homage to de’ Rossi’s early sculptures, on the humble apricot, peach and cherry 
stones. 


Happy Spinning


Katie


Time Travellers Club

September 2025



Fibre Content- In case your parcel is missing the label

25% Tussah Silk

13% Bio Nylon

62% Superwash Merino


Further Reading-


https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-woman-renaissances-famous-record-art-history


Excerpts from The Life of Artists about de’ Rossi

https://www.italianrenaissanceresources.com/units/unit-3/sub-page-03/excerpts-from-giorgio-
vasaris-life-of-madonna-properzia-de-rossi-sculptor-of-bologna/


Her surviving works

http://www.365womenartists.com/2019/06/67-properzia-de-rossi-italian-c-1490.html


Bonus footage from Renaissance Unchained, a documentary series about Renaissance Art 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wWj4U_Iscg
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