November 2025 m %&%P @Q@u&
Jone Jhaveflers Club

Dear Club Members,

Eighty years ago Marlene Dietrich was awarded the US Presidential Medal of freedom. At the end
of World War ||, this was in recognition of her work selling war bonds (fundraising to finance military
operations), than any other Hollywood star.

Famous for disrupting gender norms in Hollywood, she became a screen legend despite her
dismissal of the feminine beauty standards of the day. She moved to the USA from Germany
following her breakthrough role in the film The Blue Angel. The story tells the tragic transformation of
a respectable professor into a cabaret clown and his descent into madness. Dietrich plays Lola
the headline act at the cabaret club The Blue Angel. The film was originally released in Germany,
and it’s success lead to her move to America, signing a contract with Paramount pictures.

They cast her in the film Morocco, where she caused a stir by wearing a mans tailcoat and kissing
a woman. The performance eamed her an Oscar nomination as Best Actress.

Her famous look, the Dietrich silhouette was created together with the Blue Angel director Josef
von Stemberg, she famously said “| dress for myself, not for the public, not for fashion, not for men.”

She had been part of Berlin's gay scene in the 1920's, defying conventional gender roles by
boxing at Turkish trainer and prizefighter Sabri Mahir's boxing studio in Berlin, which opened to
women in the late 1920s. Her move to America meant she left the pressures of Nazi Germany, but
in the US she still had strict “moral clauses” in her contract. In common with many others who formed
the “Sewing Circle” of underground lesbian and bisexual actresses. In 1939 she renounced her
Cerman citizenship, and became a US citizen. She publicly denounced Nazism, and in 1937 her
whole salary from the film Knight Without Armour was donated to help refugees, she created a
fund that assisted the escape of Jews and Cerman dissidents from Cermany.

She maried director Rudolf Bieber in 1923, and remained maried to him until his death in 1976,
but her love life reads like a who's who of the rich and famous. Whilst filming Morocco she had an
affair with Gary Cooper. In 1948 she met Joe Kennedy, patriarch of the Kennedy family, and had a
long affair with him, that same year the also began a relationship with Joe Carstairs, bom Marion
Barbara Carstairs, a British aristocrat famous for racing power boats, who usually dressed as @
man.

When Dietrich was in her 50s she had a relationship with actor Yul Brynner, which lasted more than
a decade. Dietrich's love life continued into her 70s. Her lovers included Erol Flynn, Ceorge
Bemard Shaw, John F Kennedy, Joe Kennedy, Michael Todd, Michael Wilding, John Wayne, Kirk
Douglas, and Frank Sinatra. Dietrich maintained her husband and his mistress first in Europe and
later on a ranch in the San Fernando Valley, near Hollywood.

In later life she moved away from film acting instead performing as a cabaret artist. Dietrich
employed Burt Bacharach as her musical arranger starting in the mid-1950s; together, they refined



her nightclulb act info a more ambitious theatrical one-woman show with an exoanded repertoire.
Her repertoire included songs from her films as well as popular songs of the day. Bacharach's
arrangements heloed to disguise Dietrich's limited vocal range, and allowed her to perform her
songs to maximum dramatic effect; together, they recorded four albums and several singles
between 1957 and 1964. In a TV interview in 1971, she credited Bacharach with giving her the
"inspiration" to perform during those years.

In her 60s and 70s, Dietrich's health declined: she survived cervical cancer in 1965 and suffered
from poor circulation in her legs. She became increasingly dependent on painkillers and alcohol.
A stage fall at the Shady Grove Music Fair in Maryland in 1973 injured her left thigh, necessitating
skin grafts. Her show business career largely ended on 29 September 1975, when she fell on the
stage and broke a thigh bone during a performance in Sydney, Australia. After that she retired to
Paris, spending the final 13 years of her life mostly bedridden, limiting access to the apartment to a
small number of close fiends and family. She died on 6th May 1992, her funeral ceremony was ot
the Roman Catholic church of La Madeleine in Paris, attended by approximately 1,500 mourners
in the church itself—including ambassadors from Germany, Russia, the US, the UK, and other
countries—with thousands more outside. In accordance with her wishes she was buried in Berlin.

Your fibre this month is inspired by her breakthrough film The Blue Angel, and her frademark black
tailcoat.

Happy Spinning
Katie

Fibre Content- In case your parcel is missing the label
13% Sari Silk

13% Mulberry Silk

13% Alpacao, 61% BFL

Further Reading-
Marlene Dietrich

httos//www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/marlene-dietrich
https.//edition.cnn.com/style/article/marlene-dietrich-dressed-for-the-image

Selected Performances
https//wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=0ilMPOuwWF4

Her appearance on Desert Island Discs
hitps//wwwhblbc.couk/programmes/p009y4dy

Joe Carstairs
https//enwikipedia.org/wiki/loe_Carstairs
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