
Dear Club Members,  

Helen Thomas would have turned 60 this year. She died in 1989 on 5th August at Greenham 
Common, her death was ruled accidental by the coroner, after being knocked over and killed by 
a police vehicle. Her family challenged that verdict, but the one inquest has never been 
reopened. Her parents John and Janet have long maintained there was a cover- up and that 
standard procedures were not followed. They have raised questions about why the driver was 
never breathalysed, why a crucial witness was not called to give evidence, and why the coroner 
instructed the jury to return an accidental verdict. 
“It is not the verdict itself that upset us but the way that verdict was reached,”  said Mrs Thomas. 

Greenham Common in Berkshire was the site of an RAF military base, and used to house American 
nuclear missiles. It was a key hub for the US military throughout the cold war. Thousands of women 
marched from Cardiff to Greenham in 1981, and then attempted to disrupt construction work 
between 1981 and 1983, when the first cruise missiles arrived. In 1982, more than 30,000 women 
gathered to join hands around the base.  
The movement was started by four women from Cardiff, Ann Pettitt, Karmen Cutler, Lynne Whittemore 
and Liney Seward.  They chose the name Women for Life on Earth for their group and 
coordinated a protest march from Cardiff to, the then little-known, Greenham Common, which had 
been earmarked to house the majority of the US missiles. 
On 27 August 1981, a group of around forty women, with a few men and children, began the 
120 mile march from Cardiff to RAF Greenham Common.  They carried banners and placards and 
held meetings at local peace groups along the route.  Around sixty people arrived ten days later, 
on 5 September 1981.  Their first action was to deliver an open letter to the base commander, 
saying: ‘We have undertaken this action because we believe that the nuclear arms race 
constitutes the greatest threat ever faced by the human race and our living planet.’ 

Over time a permanent protest was established, leading to a permanent peace camp 
surrounding the base, it remained until 2000, missiles were removed in 1991, and  when the base 
was decommissioned in 1993. Greeenham became different from other camps and movements as 
from 1982, men were only allowed to visit the camp during the day, and not to stay overnight.  The 
founders, and many who joined them, thought it important to their message to draw a contrast 
between “the men who make military decisions” and the women protesting, Ann Pettitt later said in 
an interview. Many were mothers and grandmothers, who brought their children with them to the 
camp.  Many protesters noted how Greenham allowed them the freedom to live away from 
patriarchal expectations, especially for women from the LGBTQIA+ community.  At a time of 
prevalent homophobia, that included some LGBTQIA+ mothers losing custody of their children on 
the basis of their sexuality, the camp provided an alternative way of life and respite from daily 
discrimination.  While the camp was known as a women-only space, some protesters later came 
out as trans men and non-binary people.  Charlie Kiss joined as a 17 year old, studying for his A-
Levels from the camp.  His arrest and imprisonment for protesting at Greenham were formative 
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experiences, and he would later become the first trans man to run for parliamentary election in the 
UK, standing for the Green Party in 2015. 

Helen Thomas joined the camp in 1989, she’d received a degree in history, and had worked for 
several charities in Cardiff including Women’s Aid. Despite her families concern she decided to 
take a year off and travelled to the camp in early 1989. The government and media at the time 
were incredibly hostile to the protestors and the camp.  Police treatment of the women escalated 
with hundreds violently arrested, for offences including singing. Even after the closing of the base 
the camp remained in place until 2000, because the women continued to protest against 
nuclear weapons.   
When the fences were finally removed and the land opened to the public, it ’s now a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest and managed by Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust.  
Your fibre tries to pay homage to the current peaceful nature of the site, particularly at this time of 
year, with dried grass heads, pink flowers and sandy soils. The nature reserve forms the largest 
continuous tract of open heath in Berkshire. It is special for the mix of purple and pink heathers and 
golden yellow gorse, wildflower-filled grasslands and expanses of bare gravels. 

Katie 

Fibre Content- In case your parcel is missing the label 
100% Shetland 

Further Reading/Watching 

Helen Thomas Memorial 
https://cymru.global/our-work/peace-heritage/helen-thomas-greenham-memorial/ 

The nature reserve 
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/greenham-and-crookham-commons 

Greenham Common Peace Camp 
https://phm.org.uk/blogposts/greenham-common-peace-camp/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-60336574 

Mothers of the Revolution- documentary available via Amazon Prime 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.f64eb1f0-6d22-402a-
ab18-1ce58480fb2f?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb 
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