
Dear Club Members,  

On the 29th of March 1869 the British Architect Sir Edwin Lutyens was born. He designed a huge 
number of private houses, and was a driving force in the rise of the Arts and Crafts style.  
His work however was versatile, and he also designed a very large number of public buildings. 
Much of central modern Dehli owes a great deal to the design skills of Lutyens. This green space 
set out at the heart of the city means it is one of the only major global cities where the centre is 
cooler in temperature than the edges of the city.  
Green space plays a key part in the design of Lutyens buildings. One of his early commissions was 
for a house at Munstead Wood for the garden designer and horticulturalist Gertrude Jekyll. Jekyll 
was renowned for creating stunning hardy perennial flower borders, the sort that are now often 
seen at National Trust properties. She is known for her bold use of colours, and wrote several 
books on the use of colour in gardens. Lutyens and Jekyll went on to work together in many more 
commissions, whilst he designed the house, she created the gardens that allowed the house to sit 
in its landscape.  
The garden at Munstead Wood also lead to one of the most significant of Lutyens commissions. 
By the end of the First World War he’d been appointed as an architect by the Commonwealth 
War Graves commission to design monuments to commemorate the war dead. Many larger war 
cemeteries have a stone of remembrance designed by him, and the Cenotaph in London is also 
his work. In 1919 The British Prime Minister David Lloyd George asked Lutyens to design a 
catafalque (raised bier) as a temporary structure to act as a memorial in central London. Lutyens 
suggested an alternative name, Cenotaph, meaning empty tomb. He had first come across the 
term in the gardens of Munstead Wood where it was used to refer to a larger block of elm set on 
stone which served as a garden seat.  
Words really can’t do justice to the scale of the work he completed in his lifetime, so I hope you’ll 
find time explore the further reading links and discover more about this pair of inspiring creative 
people.  
Your fibre this month takes it colour inspiration from a beautiful rose called Munstead Wood. 
Developed by the magicians at David Austin Roses we loved this rose so much we accidentally 
bought it twice! If you are ever in Shropshire a visit to their show gardens in June and July is 
thoroughly recommended, a little piece of paradise on earth.  

Happy Spinning 

Katie 
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Further Reading- 

Edwin Lutyens-  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Lutyens 

Munstead Wood- 
https://munsteadwood.org.uk 

The present Head Gardener of Munstead Wood discussing the work of Jekyll- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKVKcpE_gIg 

The links between Gertrude Jekyll and Impressionist Artists- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-UipOTt744 

The Lutyens Trust-  
http://www.lutyenstrust.org.uk 
Lutyens Designed War Memorials- 
http://www.lutyenstrustexhibitions1.org.uk/2014-2016/4587141613 
Catalogue of Images of Lutyens Architecture- 
http://www.lutyenstrustexhibitions.org.uk 

Architectural Review- The Rise and Fall and Rise of Lutyens  
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/the-rise-and-fall-and-rise-of-edwin-lutyens/
10029787.article 

David Austin Roses 
https://www.davidaustinroses.co.uk 
Munstead wood Rose- 
https://www.davidaustinroses.co.uk/munstead-wood 

Fibre Content- In case your parcel is missing the label 
25%Linen, 12.5% Bamboo, 62.5% Merino 
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